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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 

LISTING OF CLAIMS: 

Claim 1 (canceled). 

Claim 2 (currently amended): The method according to claim +5. wherein the 
step of arranging includes arranging the plurality of flattened-ring compact bodies in a 
plurality of rows that are adjacent to each other. 

Claims 3 and 4 (canceled). 

Claim 5 (currently amended): Th e method acoord i nfj to c l a i m 1 . A method of 
ffring magnetic cores comprisino the steps of: 

providrnq a plurality of flattened-ring compact bodies made of a magnetic 
material and having flattened through holes: 

arranoinq eac h of the pluralrtv of flattened-rina compact bodies so that axes of 
the through holes are arranged horizontally; 

attaching a powder made of an organic material to an outer surface of the 
Plurality of flattened-ring compact bodies; 

attaching the plurality o f flattened-ring compact bodies to one another so that the 
axes of the flattened through-holes are vertically arranged; 

firing the plurality of flattene d-ring compact bodies while the powder is rnterpos^ ^ 
between the adjacent fl attened-ring compact bodies such that said powder is vaporized 
during the firing step: land 
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separating said nliiralitv of flattenPri-ri pa compart hn H ies from Parh nth^r- ^ 
wherein 

in the step of attaching the nfuralltv of flattened-rinn compact bQriii><i nno 
another, a bar is attached onj^to each of a pair of sides of the staei<e*i3lurality of 
flattened-ring compact bodies. 

Claims 6 and 7 (canceled). 

Claim 8 (currently amended): The method according to claim 45, wherein the 
powder comprises the organic material including particles having a particle size of not 
more than about 1 ,000 p.m. 

Claim 9 (canceled). 

Claim 10 (currently amended): The method according to claim 45, wherein the 
powder comprises the organic material including particles having a particle size of about 
20 ^m. 

Claim 1 1 (canceled). 

Claim 12 (currently amended): The method according to claim 4415. wherein the 
step of arranging includes arranging the plurality of thin compact bodies in a plurality of 
rows that are adjacent to each other. 

Claims 13 and 14 (canceled). 

Claim 15 (currently amended): Tho mothod aoc n r di ng to claim 1 1. A method of 
firino magnetic cores fi omprisino th steps of 



PACE 4/17 * RCVD AT V1 1/2004 1 :3e:3g PM [Eastern Daylight Time] * VR:U8PTO.EFXRP.1/0 * DNI8:872g306 • CSID:70338SS080 • DURATION (mm«S):0S4e 



05/11/2004 12:40 7033855080 



KEATING S BENNETT 



PAGE 



05/17 



Serial No. 09/523.350 
May 11, 2004 

Reply to the Office Action dated February 1 1 , 2004 
Page 4 of 14 

providina a plurality of thin compact bodies made of a magnetic materiat and 
having flattened throuah-holes: 

arranging each of the thin compact bodies horizontally: 

attaching a powder made of an organic powder to an outer surface of the plurality 
of thin compact bodies: 

vertically stacking and attaching the plurality of thin compact bodies to one 
another: 

firing the plurality of thin compact bodies while the powder is interposed between 
the adjacent thin compact bodies such that satd powder is vaporized during the firing 
step; and 

separating said plurality of thin compact bodies from each other; w herein 
before the step of attaching powder, the plurality of thin compact bodies are 
arranged so that axes of the flattened-throuah holes are horizontally arranged: and 

after the plurality of thin compact bodies are stacked on each other in a vertical 
stacking direction, the plurality of thin compact bodies are anranged so that the axes of 
the flattened through-holes are vertically arranged while maintaining the stacked state 
and a bar is attached only t o each of a pair of sides of the stacked thin compact bodies. 

Claim 16 (currently amended): The method according to claim 4415. wherein the 
plurality of flattened ringt hin compact bodies have one of a ring shape, an E-shape, a U- 
shape, an l-shape, a rectangular shape including a central dividing member, and a 
square shape. 

Claim 17 (canceled). 

Claim 18 (cun-ently amended): The method according to claim 44-15. wherein the 
powder comprises an organic material including particles having a particle siz of not 
more than about 1,000 jim. 
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Claim 19 (canceled). 

Claim 20 (cun-ently amended): The method according to claim 4415, wherein the 
powder comprises an organic material including particles having a particle size of about 
20 Mm. 

Claim 21 (cunrently amended): The method according to claim 5, wherein at 
least one iotfrts -ioint between adjacent 4hin -flattened-rinQ c ompact bodies afeHs_exposed 
after the bars are attached to the thin compact bodies. 

Claim 22 (currently amended): The method according to claim 15, wherein at 
least one j oiRteioirrt between adjacent thin compact bodies afe-ls_exposed after the 
bars are attached to the thin compact bodies. 

Claim 23 (new): A method of firing magnetic cores comprising the steps of: 

providing a plurality of flattened-ring compact bodies made of a magnetic 
material and having flattened through holes; 

arranging each of the plurality of flattened-ring compact bodies so that axes of 
the through holes are arranged horizontally: 

attaching a powder made of an organic material to an outer surface of the 
plurality of flattened-ring compact bodies; 

attaching the plurality of flattened-ring compact bodies to one another so that the 
axes of the flattened through-holes are vertically arranged; 

firing the plurality of flattened-ring compact bodies while the powder is interposed 
between the adjacent flattened-ring compact bodies such that said powder is vaporized 
during the firing step; and 

separating said plurality of flatt ned-ring compact bodies from each other; 



PACE 6/17 • RCVD AT »1 1/2004 1 :36:39 PM [Eastern DaylIgM Ttme] * VR:U8PTO-EFXRF-1/0 * DNIS:8720306 • CSID:703389S080 • DURATION (mm-ss):0S-46 



05/11/2004 12:40 7033855080 



KEATING S BENNETT 



PAGE 



07/17 



S rial No. 09/523,350 
May 11, 2004 

Reply to the OfRce Action dated February 1 1 2004 
Page6of14 y .^c 

wherein 

in the step of attaching the plurality of flattened-ring compact bodies to one 
another, a bar is attached to each of a pair of sides of the plurality of flattened-ring 
compact bodies such that joints between adjacent thin compact bodies are not covered 
by the bar. 



Cfaim 24 (new): The method according to claim 23, wherein the step of 
arranging includes arranging the plurality of flattened-ring compact bodies in a plurality 
of rows that are adjacent to each other. 

Claim 25 (new): The method according to claim 23, wherein the powder 
comprises the organic material including particles having a particle size of not more 
than about 1 ,000 p,m. 

Claim 26 (new): The method according to claim 23, wherein the powder 
comprises the organic material including particles having a particle size of about 20 ^m. 

Claim 27 (new): The method according to claim 23, wherein at least one joint 
between adjacent thin compact bodies is exposed after the bars are attached to the 
flattened-ring compact bodies. 



Claim 28 (new): A method of firing magnetic cores comprising ttie steps of: 
providing a plurality of thin compact bodies made of a magnetic material and 
having flattened-through holes; 

ananging each of the thin compact bodies horizontally; 

attaching a powder made of an organic powder to an outer surface of the plurality 
of thin compact bodies; 

vertically attaching the plurality of thin compact bodies to one anoth r; 
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firing the plurality of thin compact bodies while the powder is Interposed between 
the adjacent thin compact bodies such that said powder is vaporized during the firing 
step; and 

separating said plurality of thin compact bodies from each other; wherein 
before the step of attaching powder, the plurality of thin compact bodies are 
arranged so that axes of the flattened-through holes are horizontally arranged; and 

after the plurality of thin compact bodies are stacked on each other in a vertical 
stacking direction, the plurality of thin compact bodies are arranged so that the axes of 
the flattened through-holes are vertically arranged while maintaining the stacked state 
and a bar Is attached to each of a pair of skies of the stacked thin compact bodies such 
that joints between adjacent thin compact bodies are not covered by the bar. 

Claim 29 (new): The method according to claim 28, wherein the step of 
arranging includes arranging the plurality of thin compact bodies in a plurality of rows 
that are adjacent to each other. 

Claim 30 (new): The method according to claim 28, wherein the plurality of thin 
compact bodies have one of a ring shape, an E-shape, a U-shape, an l-shape, a 
rectangular shape including a central dividing member, and a square shape. 

Claim 31 (new): The method according to claim 28, wherein the powder 
comprises an organic material including particles having a particle size of not more than 
about 1,000 um. 



Claim 32 (new): The method according to claim 28, wherein the powder 
comprises an organic material including particles having a particle size of about 20 ^m. 

Claim 33 (new): The method according to claim 28, wherein at least on joint 
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Ijetween adjacent thin compact bodies is exposed after the bars are attached to the thin 
compact bodies. 
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